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_',. ‘,US’S;IVAN Teacher’s notes

Author: lybunnHa UpuHa (Brandeis University)

Level: Heritage; Advanced

Goal: Understanding and appreciating a poem by Brodsky
Time: 40-50 minutes

Handout: The poem and questions

This assignment is intended for heritage speakers of Russian or for advanced (third-year) traditional
students. The goal is to give students an opportunity to read authentic Russian poetry with minimal
glosses. Before the discussion begins, one student makes a brief (5-minute) presentation about the
author. This is an assignment for which students sign up at the beginning of the semester and is treated
as one of the two course presentations. My course was a content language course, not a literature
course; hence the discussion focuses more on discussing the vocabulary and using the language for
more advanced functions (analysis, discussion, description, argument).

Several comments for the teacher:

a) You can change the glosses: which words should be glossed, how they should be translated, which
expressions students should focus on, etc. These glosses are based on my groups of students and take
into consideration what they already know. For the translation, | tried to find words that best relate the
nuances of the Russian words.

b) This assignment is intended as homework. Students receive the assignment, complete it a home
(notice that there is no written task) and come to class prepared to discuss the poem. You can change
the list of tasks to suit your needs: for example, you can add a writing task.

c¢) The first task which asks students to write translations of the words they don’t know in the right column
is intended as a suggestion, rather than a graded activity. | wanted students to get into the habit of
actually writing down the words which were unfamiliar to them, rather than simply looking them up at the
moment of reading. In my experience, heritage speakers especially are prone to just looking up a word
on-line and then completely forgetting it by the time of the discussion. | never collected their works to
check if they actually did write down translations, but | could tell who did this part of the assignment by
their participation in class. To my students’ credit, all completed this task just as | wanted them to. You
may have a different group of students and may treat this assignment differently or change it entirely.

d) Words should be marked with stress marks for either heritage or traditional students.

e) The task which asks students to read the poem out loud is intended as practice of pronunciation and
intonation. My students were expected to read this poem in class, showing with intonation the emotions
and the mood of the poem. Sometimes we practiced certain lines in class together. This is all intended as
a practice of xynoxectseHHoe yTeHne. When | do this course again, | will record myself or another native
speaker and ask students to listen to the recording for practice. It is also a good idea to ask them to
record themselves using this xygoxxecteeHHoe uTeHne. This could be a graded activity.
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f) The questions at the end of the text are used as guidance for initial analysis. This list can certainly be
changed: more questions can be added. More post-reading activities could also be devised, depending
on the level of the students, duration of the lesson, your planning (how many academic hours do you
want to discuss this poem or the author?), etc. Here are some additional questions | asked in class (so
students had to think on the spot):

Kak aBTOp onuckiBaet 3akat? lMoyemy Beep? Mouyemy kutanckun? Moyemy goropan?
Mouyemy Tyya — «KakK KpbILWKa KOHLEePTHOro hopTenbsaHO»?

“Npy3ba MayT Tenepb CMNJIOWHOMN Yepenot” — 3To aBhemMusmM. YTo MeeT B BUAY aBTOP Ha CaMOM
aene?

Yro cnyuunocb mexay Bpoackum u aTom xeHwmHon? OH pasnooun ee? YTo-ToO UK KTO-TO
paspyLwun, YHUUYTOXNUIT UX JNII00O0BbL?

3Has T0, 4TO Bbl 3HaeTe o BpoackoMm, 0 4YeM OH roBOPUT B CNOBax “MpocTo 3abbITb OAHY XU3Hb,
HYXXHa Apyras, v s1 3Ty OO0 NPoXun”?

SAMPLE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS
NMPUMEPHbLIE OTBETbDI

1. NMepBas cTpodha: kakoe cernyac Bpems cytok? Kakas noroga? lMoyemy Bbl Tak AymaeTte? ae
XunBet aBTop? Ha uTO Noxoxa nepBasi CTpoka 3Ton cTpodbi?

OTBeTbI: cenvac Beyep, KOHeL, 3akaTa, HaBepHoe, Obin 4oXxab (MM HaobopoT, CKopo ByaeT AoXKAb),
NOTOMY YTO Ty4a KInybuTCs, U OHa O4YeHb YepHasi (Kak KOHLEePTHOEe bopTENbSIHO), 1 BO3AYX CBEXUN.
ABTOp XMBET rae-To Ha bepery okeaHa. [MepBas cTpodha noxoxa Ha NepBYO CTPOYKY nucbma. [loxoxe,
4YTO aBTOP NULLET NUCbMO KaKOR-TO XeHLWKHe. OnncaHne 3akaTa: Kak U Beep, NONyKpyr ConHua.
KuTtanckuin, ckopee Bcero, HaMeK Ha KpacHO-OpaHXeBble Kpacku 3akaTa. Bo3aMOXHO, UTO 3akaT okpacun
obGnaka v Ty4u, U OHU MOXOXM Ha KUTaUCKMe PUCYHKU. Mbl 3HaeM, 4TO 3TO KOHeL, 3akaTa, MoTOMY YTO OH
«Joropan» u goropan «B napTepe», T.e. B CAMOM HU3Y.

2. Btopas cTtpocha: o koM roBopuT aBTOp 3aecb? Kakon xapakTep v Kakvue MHTepechbl y 3ToOn
XeHLWUHbI? Kakue y HUX Obinu oTHoweHnA? Kakue oTHOLWEHUA y HUX cernyac?

OTBeTbI: 0 XEHLLMHE, C KOTOPOI OH BCTpeyvarics korga-to. KaxeTcs, 4To y Hee Gblnn pa3HOCTOPOHHUE
MHTEpPECHI, HO He 04YeHb rnyGokue. MoXeT BbiTb, OH ee O4YEHb JIOOWII, XOTSi OHa ero, HaBepHoOe, He OYEeHb
nobuna («pasenekancb co MHOW»). MoTom 3Ta XeHLuHa Bpocuna aBTopa 1 «coLnacb» ¢ Apyrum
yenosekoM. KaxeTcsl, YTo aBTOp He NPOCTO PacCTPOEH 3TUM, OH TSKENO NepexunsaeT v npuberaet K
A3BUTENbHOMY capkasmy.

3. TpeTbsi cTpodha: yem 3aHUMaeTCs 3Ta XKeHLUHa Tenepb? NAe oHa? Yemy pap aBTop? lNouemy
OH pag 3Tomy?

OTtBeTbl: Mbl He 3HaewMm, rae oHa paboTaeT v 4YTo genaeT. Mbl 3HaeM, 4TO OHa YacTo e3auT (B
NPOBUHLMN U B METPOMOSINUMN) N YTO XOOUT Ha NaHmxmabl. Moxoxe, YTO Apy3bs YMUPAIOT 4acTo — Bedb
OHU yXe cTapsble, npowro 25 ner.

ABTOp paayeTcd, 4TO OH CaM He CTallkKnBaeTCd cenvac ¢ 9Tom xeHwuHon. OH pan, 4To XXM3Hb pasgennna
nx (VI HE TOJIbKO B NMPOCTpPaHCTBE, HO U B OTHOLLEHUN K )KI/I3HI/I).
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4. YeTBepTan ctpocha: UYTO AyMaeT O XeHLUuHe aBTOp B 3TUX cTpokax? [Mouemy?

OTBeTbI: aBTOP rOBOPUT, YTO pasntodbun aTy xeHwmHy. C Hen yxe Gonblue HUYero He CBA3bIBAET €ro.
W BCce 3TO He NOTOMY, YTO ero NboBb ObiNa YHUUTOXKEHA, @ NPOCTO NOTOMY YTO CITULLKOM MHOFO
BPEMEHM MPOLLSIO, U Y HUX CIIOXKUIUCH pasHble U3HW. 3Has To, YTO Mbl 3HaeM o bpoackom, HaBepHoe,
30€eCb OH roBOPUT U 06 OMbITE UMMUIPaLUMK: «4TOObI 3a0bITb OOHY XKMU3Hb, YENOBEKY HYXKHA, Kak
MWUHUMYM, eLlle OHa >KU3HbY.

5. MaTasa ctpoda: noyemy OH roBOPUT, YTO XKEHLUHE NoBe3fno? YTo oH roBopuUT 0 BpeMeHun?
YTto cunbHee Bpems unu namatb? Kakoe HacTpoeHue y nocriegHen CTPOKU 3Ton cTpodbbl U 3TOro
ctuxotBopeHnna? lMoyemy cozpgaeTcAa 3TO HacCTpoeHue?

OTBeTbl: NOBE3IO, MOTOMY YTO OHa HaBCerAa OCTaHeTCs KpacuBOW Y MOJIOAOW B €ro namsiTi, HECMOTpSt
HU Ha YTO. Bpemsi He Takoe cUmnbHOE, Kak NamsTb, OHO HUYETO HE MOXET cAenaTb C NaMATbIO YerloBekKa,
KOTOPbI X04eT NOMHUTb. CTUXOTBOpPEHME 3aKaH4YMBaeTCsi Ha nevarnbHoi HoTe. «OTNUBY, «THUNbE» —
BCe 3T0 MeTadopbl YyBCTB aBTOPaA K 3TOW €ro NPOLUION XXW3HWU 1 NpoLusioi nobeu. 3To He cragkas, a
cKopee ropbkasi namaTb. BeeT cMepTbio YyBCTB, CMEPTBIO TOM XXU3HW.
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